Nova PRHILosopHIA Vetert 
præferenda eſt. * 


WUOUSQUE Veterum 
Veſtigus ſerviliter inſiſte- 
mus, Academici, nec ul- 

— tra Patres ſapere audebi- 
mus? Quouſque Antiquitatis inepti- 
as, ut Senum Deliria nonnulli ſolent, 
religioſe venerabimur ? Pudeat tare, 
dum tam præclarum Mtatis hujuſce 
Specimen coram Oculis præſens in- 
tuemur, ad Antiquos Encomia noſtra 


7 
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 _* Vid. TautATrRiI Oxonienſs EncAaNta, live 
Comitia Philologica, Julii 7. 1693, celebrata, 


B transferre, 


BREE. RB 
transferre, & inter priora ſæcula quos 
celebremus ſedulo inveltigare, 


Satis ſuperque veteri Philofaphiz 


conceſſum eſt, quod STAGYRITAZ | 
Laudibus Theatrum toties ſonuit Shel- } 
donianum, quod ille vel Alexandro | 
ſuo major in Scholarum Roſtris tam | 
diu impune triumphavit, & totum |} 
Mundum habuit Diſcipulum. Feli- 
ciori tandem Ingenio ſuccedit Ca R- 
TESIUS, qui contra omnes omnĩum 
oppugnantium vires Veritatem per- 
tinaciter aſſeruit, & novum hoc in- 
troduxit philoſophandi Genus; ſi ve- 
ro Philoſophiæ iſti Novitatis Nomen 
tribuendum ſit, quæ, quanquam jam 
primum innotuerit, vel Peripateticam 
Antiquitate ſuperat, & ipfi Materiæ 
a qua derivatur, exiſtit coætanea. II- 
luſtris le Vir, quem unum Gale | 


invidemus, proinde omnia explicuit, 
ac fi 1pſe totius Mundi olim- fuiffet 
Architectus. Diffregit ille Vitreos 


inſomnia 


iſtos Cælorum Orbes, quos Veterum 
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inſomnia compegere, ex Materiæ Ca- 
tibulis ignotam eruit Formarum 'Tur- 
bam, & elementum Ignis penitus ex- 
tinxit, imo totam tam dilucide de- 
pinxit Rerum univerſitatem ut nulla 
jam Qualitas relicta ſit occulta. In- 
ter Mundi Ariſtotelici Anguſtias & 
Mznia Chryſtallina diutius coarcta- 
ri dedignatur Philoſophus, juvat un- 
dique Superiores Cœlorum Tractus 
explorare, novoſque ſoles, & Mun- 
dos inter Sydera latentes detegere; 
juvat immenſas haſce Ætheris pla- 
gas Orbibus erraticis paſſim inter- 
ſperſas, Terraſque per Viam lacteam 
undequaque dis jacentes intueri, & Ma- 
chinæ totius Molem rectius metiri, 
Machinæ jam tandem dignæ, ubi Phi- 
loſophorum Animi expatientur, Deo 


dignæ Opiſice. 

Nec ſolum in Celis Orbes novos, 
ſed ſi in Tellurem deſpiciatur, diver- 
fa Animantium Genera hodierna pa- 


tefecit Philoſophia, dum Perſpicilli 


B 2 Ope 
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Ope Oculorum Acies intenditur, & 
obvios ſe produnt minutiſſimarum 
Rerum partus, dum curioſo intuitu 
animatas conſpicimus Materiz Parti- 
culas, & Reptiles miramur Atomo- 
rum viventium acervos: Uſque adeo 
vel Oculi acriores fiunt Neotericorum 
Artibus, & Opus, quod unum ex om- 
nibus optimum voluit Natura, emen- 
datur & perficiatur. Non jam bar- 
baras Peripateticorum voces & obſcu- 
riores Scholarum Terminos tanquam | 
Oraculi Ambages inepte veneramur, | 
ſed ipſa Senſuum Dictamina conſuli- | 
mus, & Machinis nuper inventis Tor- | 
mentum quoddam Naturæ admove- | 
mus quibus cogitur Arcana ſua ab- 
ditifimaſque Vires Palam confite- | 
ri. 


His ad juti Inſtrumentis etiam the- 

rem, quem omnibus indulfit - Natu- 
re Benignitas, nos potentiori Arte 
quoties libet Animalibus negamus, 
Pneumaticoque carceri incluſis com- 
a mune 
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mune Aurz #theriz Conſortium in- 


terdicimus : Ut juvat irritos pulmo- 


num conatus intueri, Vitam exhau- 


rire, & Spiritum ipſum ingenioſo 
quodam Furto ſurripere! Ubi nihil 
adeo tutum eſt, adeo Animæ ſuæ te- 
nax, quod non paulatim effrigeſcat, 


& nullo accepto Vulnere concidat 
Cadaver. Divinum hoc quidem Ar- 


tis opus, & Autore ſuo non indignum, 
qui Vitæ, Moribus, & Argumento- 
rum Pondere Gentem noſtram & no- 
vam tam eximie cohoneſtavit Philo- 


ſophiam, qui hinc certe meruit ut 


Aeris ſui Beneficio nunquam deſtitu- 
eretur, & qui cætera Animalia toti- 
es Vita ſpoliavit, ſuam nunquam ex- 
halaret. | 


Non hiſce quidem Auxiliis innix- 
us, ſuam contexuit Phi loſophiam A- 
AIS TOTELEs, qui omnes ex ſeip- 
ſo eruit Artium & Scientiarum Re- 
gulas, & nihil intactum nihil illiba- 
tum reliquit præter ipſam Veritatem - 


- 
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Si ideo in Euripum, quoniam illius 

naturam non fatis habuit exploratam, 

ſeſe præcipitem immerſerit, eadem 
quidem Ratione adduci potuit, ut in 
ipſo Philoſophiæ ſuæ Limine Mor- ö 
tem ſibi conſciſceret, & optimo qui- 
dem jure dubitare liceat in quo E- 

lemento præter cætera potius debuerit 

periiſſe. DL - | 

Quin ubi inter Euripi Fluctus ac- | 
tum eſt de Ar1sTOTELE, nova tan- 
dem ſuccrevit Peripateticorum Pro- 
genies, vel Parente pejor, quæ Phi- 
loſophiam tanta Verborum Caligine 
involutam poſteris reliquit, ut hoc 
ſolum obſtet, quo minus omnium 
Riſu & Dicteriis excipiatur, quoniam 
a pauciſſimis intelligitur. Inveniun- 
tur autem qui inter has Commen- 
tariorum ſarcinas, quibus hæc Blate- 
ronum Soboles Mundum oneravit 
Operæ Pretium ducunt Ætatem tere- 
re, qui divinos hos Literarum The- 
ſauros volvunt denuo, revolvuntque, 
nec 
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nec unquam prodeunt, nec Studiis ſe 
unquam abripiunt, niſi ut oſtendant 


quanto Labore opus eſt ut erudiamur 
deſipere: Num quod enim i 
Spectaculum pulchrius exhiberi, quam 
ut pugiles hujuſmodi ſagaces inter ſe 
digladiantes intueamur? Hic Propo- 
ſitionibus & Syllogiſmis armatus il- 
lum ſimiliter armatum aggreditur: 

Uterque Vervex indignatur, pendet, 
Avidus Victoriæ, quæ non tantilli 
eſt, utri accenſeatur, uterque (quod 
unum poteſt) in alterum Barbariſmos 
pro virili ejaculatur, irretiunt ſeſe 
tandem ineptiis, & cum neuter videt 
quomodo ſe expediat, Receptui cani- 
tur, & conſumtis utrinque Armis, u- 
trinque viſum eſt demum conticeſce- 
re. 


Huc uſque, Academici, nec ultra 
progreditur Antiquorum Philoſophia, 
meptam ideo hanc Commentatorum 
Turban, Si Bibliothecis & Catenis 
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Foſeph. Addiſon. 


ORATION, 


I N 
DEF E N S E 


NE W Philoſophy 


ENT LEME N of the 
EU Univerſity, How long ſhall 
oy we flaviſhly tread in the 
— Steps of the Antients, and 

be afraid of being wiſer than our 
Anceſtors ? How long ſhall we reli- 
giouſly worſhip the Triflings of An- 
tiquity, as ſome do old Wives Sto- 
C ries? 


(30-3 N 
"Ties? It is indeed ſhameful, when we 
ſurvey the great Ornament of the 
preſent Age, to transfer our Applauſes 
to the Antients, and to take Pains to 
fearch into Ages paſt for Perſons fit 
for Panegyrick. | 


The antient Philoſophy has had ? 
more allowed than it could reaſo- 
nably pretend to, how often has SHEL. ? 
DoN's, Theatre rung with Encomia 
on the Stagyrite, who, greater than his 
own Alexander, has long, un-oppoſed, 
triumphed in our School-Desks, and 
had the whole World for his Pupils. 
At length roſe CARTESIUs, a hap- 
pier Genius, who has bravely aſſerted 
the Truth againſt the united Force 
of all Oppoſers, and has brought on 
the Stage a new Method of philoſo- 
phizing. But ſhall we ſtigmatize with | 
the Name of Novelty that Philoſophy, | 
which, tho' but lately revived, is 
more antient than the Peripateticꝶ, 
and as old as the Matter from whence 

| WE it. 
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it is derived. A great Man indeed 
He was, and the only one we envy 
FRANCE. He ſolved the Difficul- 
ties of the -Univerſe almoſt as well 
as if he had been its Architect. He 
deftroyed thoſe Orbs of Glaſs, which 
the Whims of Antiquity had fixed 
above, brought to light that Troop 
of Forms till then unknown, and has 
almoſt extinguiſhed the Element of 
Fire, nay, he with ſo much Clear- 
neſs traced out the whole Maſs of 
Matter, as to leave no occult Quality 
untouched. This Philoſopher ſcorned 
to be any longer bounded within the 
Straights and Chryſtalline Walls of 


an Ariſtotelick World; No, his Delight 


is to ſearch the Regions above, to 
diſcover new Suns, and new Worlds, 
which lay hid amongſt the Stars ; 
his Satisfaction is to view that large 
Kingdom of Air amidſt the unfixed 
Stars, and Lands that paſs the milky 
Way, and more accurately meaſure 
this vaſt Machine, a Machine fit for 
"7 8 Man- 
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Mankind to philoſophize on, and 
worthy of the Deity, that firft framed 


it. 


rr 


Here we have not only new Hea- 
vens opened to us, but we look down 
on our Earth; this Philoſophy affords 
us ſeveral Kinds of Animals; where, 
by the Help of Microſcopes, our 
Eyes are fo far aſſiſted, that we may 

diſcern the Productions of the ſmalleſt 
Creatures, while we confider with 
a curious Eye the animated Particles | 
of Matter, and behold with Aſtoniſh- | 
ment, the reptile Mountains of living | 
Atoms. Thus are our Eyes become | 
more penetrating by modern Helps, | 
and even that Work which Nature 
boaſts for her Maſter-Piece, is ren- 
dred more correct and finiſhed. We 
no longer pay a blind Veneration 
to that "Ml rous Perwpatetick-Jin gle, 
thoſe obſcure Scholaſtick Terms of 
Art, once held as Oracles, but con- 
ſult the Dictates of our own dene 

an 


— — —ꝛ„ = , 2 _ * . — n 

L . ns , . * l 

1 WEE « <a . 0 N n . r , ps ad . 
. . . — G wa; . . A 


— omg * 
1 2 Cad _ "I * 1 2 —— | oO . f 


(13) 
and by late invented Engines force 
Nature her ſelf to diſcover plainly 
her moſt valued Secrets, her moſt hid- 
den Receſſes. r 


By the Help of Inſtruments like 
theſe, that Air, which a bountiful 
Nature has indulged us, we as often 


as we pleaſe by the Force of Art, 


abridge other Animals of, and keep 
them in our Pneumatick Pumps, from 
its common Benefit : What a Pleaſure 
is it to ſee the fruitleſs Heavings of 
the Lights, to exhauſt their Lives, 


and by a moſt artful Sort of Theft 


rob them of their Breath ? From 
this nothing is ſafe, nothing ſo lang 
lived, which gradually does not lan- 
guiſh, and fall dead without a Wound. 
A divine Piece of Art this, and 
worthy its Author“, who in the Con- 
duct of his Life, and the Force of 
his Arguments, has ſo nobly honoured 
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* The Honourable Robert Boyle Eſq; © 
| our 
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our Nation, and the new Philoſophy, 
one who for this Reaſon too deſerves | 
never to want the Benefit of his | 
own Air, or that he, who has fo of- | 
ten deprived other Animals of their | 


Life, ſhould ever breathe out his 
OWN. | 


On no ſuch Grounds as theſe has 
ARISTOTLE built his Philoſophy, 
who from his own Brain furniſhed 
out all his Rules of Arts and Sci- 
ences, and left nothing untouched 
on, nothing unregarded but Truth. If 
therefore he precipitated himſelf into 
the River Euripus, becauſe he could 
not underſtand its Ebb and Flow, by 
the ſame Logick he might at his 
firſt Entrance on Philoſophy have de- 
ſtroyed himſelf, and we may fairly 
doubt, in which of the Elements he 
ought to have periſhed, © 


After ARITISTOTLE's Fate amidſt 


the Waves of Euripus, a new Race 


of 
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i 
of Peripateticks ſtarted up, even worſe 
than their Founder, who handed their 


Philoſophy to after Ages in ſo thick 


an Obicurity, that it has preſerved 
it from the Satire and Ridicule of all 
Mankind, as underſtood by very few. 
Some there areto be found, who ſpend 
their Time amidſt the Rubbiſh which 
theſe Commentators have filled the 
World with, and pore more than once 
on theſe godlike Treaſures of Learn- 
ing, and ſtick to them to no other 
Purpoſe, unleſs to ſhew the World 
the vaſt Pains they take to be de- 
ceived. Can there be am ore pleaſant 
Sight than to ſee theſe wiſe Cham- 
pions wrangling with each other? 
The one, armed with Propoſitions 
and Syllogiſm, attacks his Antagoniſt . 
in the ſame Armour : Both bell-wea- 
thers grow angry, and ſtorms, fond of a 
Victory, which is worth but a Trifle, 
when obtained : Each, with all his 
Might darts out his Barbariſms at the 
other, they entangle themſelves in their 
Follies, 


Follies, and as neither knows how 
to extricate himſelf, they ſound to 
2 Retreat, and when all the Ammu- 
nition 1s ſpent on both Sides, they 
think fit to keep Silence. 


Thus far, Gentlemen, and no far- 
ther launches out the antient Philo- 
fophy : Let us therefore ſentence for 
ever this Troop of Commentators, 
to be tied up in Chains and Libra- 
ries, Food only for Moths and Worms, 
and there let them quietly Fer. Old, 
free from the Sight of any Reader. 


Joſeph Addiſon 


